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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: Non-provisional application filed 
04/07/2004 with an Information Disclosure statement filed 04/2005. 

2. Claims 1 -22 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 12, 13, 17, and 22 are the independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Easty et al 
(hereinafter Easty) U.S. Patent No. 6,448,987 issued September 10, 2002 and filed Apr. 3, 
1998. 

In regard to Independent claim 1, Easty teaches a method comprising: 

• Detecting an input (column 3, lines 10-20). Easty teaches detecting a users selection of 
an icon. 

• Displaying a plurality of selections; (Easty Figure 1a-1b and column 4, lines 1-17) Easty 
shows a plurality of selections 

• Moving a first segment based on the input; (Easty figure 1a-1b and column 5, lines 30- 
45) Easty teaches the movement of a selection indicator based on user input 

• Detecting a location of the first segment relative to the plurality of selections (Easty 
Figure 1a-1b) Easty teaches detecting the location of the user selection in relation to the 
other menu items and then rotating the menu to the location of input. 

• Highlighting a particular selection of the plurality of selections when the first segment is 
within an area of the particular selection (Easty column 4, lines 50-67 and column 5, lines 
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• Highlighting a particular selection of the plurality of selections when the first segment is 
within an area of the particular selection (Easty column 4, lines 50-67 and column 5, lines 
45-67). Easty teaches highlighting a particular selection when the user moves the 
highlighting icon to the selection. 

• Selecting the particular selection based on the first segment being located within the 
vicinity of the particular one of the plurality of selections (Easty column 3, lines 1 0-20) 
Easty teaches the user selects the menu item when the highlighted icon is located on the 
selection. 

With respect to dependent claim 2, Easty teaches the method further comprising displaying 
a plurality of sub-selections corresponding to the particular selection (Easty figure 1a-b) Easty 
displays a plurality of sub-selections corresponding to the first selection. 

With respect to dependent claim 3, Easty teaches the method further comprising 
highlighting a particular sub-selection from the plurality of sub-selections when a second 
segment is within an area of the particular sub-selection (Easty figure 1 b) Easty teaches the 
sub-selection rock is highlighted when chosen by the user. 

With respect to dependent claim 4, Easty teaches the method the plurality of selections 
corresponds with a function (Easty column 4, lines 1-27). 

With respect to dependent claim 5, Easty teaches the method wherein the function is one of 
a save function, a print function, a play function, and a meeting schedule function (Easty 
column 4, lines 1-27). 

With respect to dependent claim 6, Easty teaches the method the plurality of selections 
corresponds with content (Easty column 4, lines 1-27) 
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With respect to dependent claim 7, Easty teaches the method wherein the content is one of 
an audio content, a video content, a document, and a graphic (Easty column 4, lines 1-27). 

With respect to dependent claim 8, Easty teaches the method wherein the input is initiated 
through a pointing device (Easty column 6, lines 13-25). 

With respect to dependent claim 9, Easty teaches the method wherein the input is initiated 
through a touch screen (Easty column 6, lines 13-25). 

With respect to dependent claim 10, Easty teaches the method wherein the area of the 
particular selection is defined as an area closer to the particular selection compared to other 
selections (Easty column 5, lines 10-15) 

With respect to dependent claim 11, Easty teaches the method wherein the area of the 
particular selection is defined as an area over the particular selection (Easty column 5, lines 
10-15). 

In regard to Independent claim 12, claim 12 reflects the system comprising computer 
readable instructions used for performing the method steps as claimed in claim 1 and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to Independent claim 13, Easty teaches a method comprising: 

• Detecting an input (Easty column 3, lines 10-20). Easty teaches detecting a users 
selection of an icon. 

• Displaying a plurality of selections (Easty Figure 1a-1b and column 4, lines 1-17). Easty 
shows a plurality of selections. 
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• Detecting a first segment within an area of a particular selection from the plurality of 
selections (Easty Figure 1a-1b) Easty teaches detecting the location of the user selection 
in relation to the other menu items and then rotating the menu to the location of input. 

• Highlighting the particular selection based on the first segment located within the area of 
the particular selection (Easty column 4, lines 50-67 and column 5, lines 45-67). Easty 
teaches highlighting a particular selection when the user moves the highlighting icon to 
the selection. 

• Displaying a plurality of sub-selections corresponding to the particular selection (Easty 
figure 1a-b) Easty displays a plurality of sub-selections corresponding to the first 
selection. 

With respect to dependent claim 14, Easty teaches the method further comprising selecting 
the particular selection based, in part, on the first segment within the area of the particular 
selection (Easty column 5, lines 10-15). 

With respect to dependent claim 15, Easty teaches the method further comprising 
highlighting a particular sub-selection from the plurality of sub-selections when a second 
segment is within an area of the particular sub-selection (Easty figure 1 b) Easty teaches the 
sub-selection rock is highlighted when chosen by the user. 

With respect to dependent claim 16, Easty teaches the method further comprising rotating 
the second segment over the plurality of sub-selections (Easty column 5, lines 30-45). 

In regard to Independent claim 17, Easty teaches a system, comprising: 

• A input detection module to detect input through an input device (Easty column 3, lines 
10-20). Easty teaches detecting a users selection of an icon. 
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• A render module to render images for displaying a plurality of selections and a segment 
controlled by the input and used for selecting a particular selection from the plurality of 
selections, wherein the render module selectively highlights the particular selection based 
on the input and the location of the segment 9Easty column 3, lines 60-67 and column 4, 
lines 1-27). 

With respect to dependent claim 18, Easty teaches the system wherein the render module 
displays a plurality of sub-selections based on the particular selection (Easty figure 1a-b). 
Easty displays a plurality of sub-selections corresponding to the first selection. 

With respect to dependent claim 19, Easty teaches the system wherein the input device is a 
pointing device (Easty column 6, lines 13-25). 

With respect to dependent claim 20, Easty teaches the system wherein the input device is a 
touch screen device (Easty column 6, lines 13-25). 

With respect to dependent claim 21, Easty teaches the system wherein the input detection 
module provides the input to the render module wherein the input rotates the segment over 
the plurality of selections (Easty column 5, lines 17-45). 

In regard to Independent claim 22, claim 22 reflects the computer readable medium 
comprising computer readable instructions used for performing the method steps as claimed 
in claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any 
way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332- 
33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 USPQ 275, 
277 (CCPA 1968)). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,925,611 to SanGiovanni et al. issued August 2, 2005, and discloses and 
navigational interface for computers where a plurality of selections are shown and highlighted 
when the user makes a selection on the device. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 20040140995 to Goldthwaite et al. issued July 22, 2004, and 
discloses an electronic programming guide that has menu options that display sub-menu items 
when selected. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Steven B. Theriault whose telephone number is (571) 272-5867. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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